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Richard Hubler

From: Jacque & Kerry Hart <hartline@gojade.org> on behalf of Jacque & Kerry Hart
Sent: Friday, June 20, 2025 10:54 AM
To: amakali@reactivate.com; bentley@reactivate.com
Cc: rhubler@alamosacounty.org; Jacque & Kerry Hart
Subject: Follow-up

Dear Mr. Bentley and Ms. Amakali: 
 
 
Thank you for your presentation of the proposed Reactivate projects in Alamosa last June 18.  I write to follow-up with 
the conversation that was started at that community meeting and provide you with a context of my position and concerns 
that were raised at the meeting.  I ask that you give consideration to the narrative that follows – speaking in my capacity 
as a property owner that will be directly impacted by the proposed project for the Stanley Road. 
 
 
Before I highlight one of the concerns raised at the meeting, let me make it clear that I have no objection to solar energy 
and, indeed, I believe in the merits of solar energy as a viable source of alternative energy.  However, I believe solar 
panels belong on rooftops of residential and business property – and not the large commercial enterprises that consume 
large swaths of land.  And while I appreciate your intent and initiative to engage the community in your project proposal, 
let’s be real:  you are coming into Alamosa County to exploit the land for monetary gain.   
 
 
My family roots in the San Luis Valley go back four generations.  My wife, Jacque, and I have owned our current home 
since 1990 and raised three children in this house.  We have chosen to live here primarily because of Jacque’s health.  
This is one of the only climates in which Jacque can be reasonably healthy.  Among her numerous health problems, she 
suffers from severe autoimmune issues that we believe was caused by exposure to pesticide more than 45 years ago that 
left her extremely vulnerable to chemicals.  Jacque is currently under the care of two physicians: one local GP; and a 
specialist at CU Health in Denver.  Both understand that it is critical that she not have exposure to any sort of chemical.  
This would include chemicals used to mitigate vegetative growth. 
 
 
When I expressed my concern at the meeting about the use of chemicals to manage vegetative growth, you did not 
propose options or alternatives.  Your rationale was that the chemicals would be confined to a small area.  I found it 
perplexing that you made a point about imposing “no harm” to the native habitat – but the human habitat that has been 
here for a long time was dismissed.  The truth is that there are other options besides chemicals and, indeed, the use of 
chemicals is not one of the best practices in solar farm projects -- notwithstanding the use of chemicals just happens to be 
a popular common use and its use is expeditious. While the circumstance with Jacque is personal, there is also a potential 
larger concern for the general population – e.g., studies have been done that demonstrate the contamination of ground 
water through the use of chemicals for managing vegetation in solar farms.  Anecdotally, our once pristine ground water 
well went bad in 2010 due to chemicals, including excessive nitrates in the ground from increased agriculture in the San 
Luis Valley, compounded by a shrinking water table due to the drought.  We had to have a new (and much deeper) well 
dug as a result.      
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If this project goes forward and the use of chemicals in your project becomes a contributing factor in Jacque’s death; or 
otherwise contributes or exacerbates her current debilitating health problems, this correspondence will serve as notice that 
you were advised of this circumstance and these conditions prior to the approval and subsequent implementation of your 
project.  Parenthetically, and for the record, Jacque and I are both in our 70s.  Finding another location and moving where 
Jacque can be healthy would be very difficult (impractical, if not impossible) at this point in our lives. 
 
 
In addition to my primary concern about the use of chemicals, I intend to compile a list of best practices in solar projects 
and juxtapose these with the regulations imposed by Alamosa County.  Where I find gaps between your proposal and the 
best practices, I will present these in the public comment section of the Commissioner’s meeting for the Commissioner’s 
consideration before final approval for your project is granted.  If I am forced to look at the monstrosity you are building 
outside my north-west facing windows for the rest of my life, I want to do what I can to make sure no corners are cut and 
that you exercise the utmost due diligence and attention to detail. 
 
 
The best-case scenario I can envision is that you will find other options for the chemical use (and those options are out 
there and are being used), and that you will engage in cutting-edge best practices so that when we meet again at the 
Alamosa Commissioner’s meeting, I won’t have anything to contest.     
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Kerry (and Jacque) Hart, Property Owners 
P.O. Box 1562 
Alamosa, CO 81101 
Phone: 719-587-3342 (land line) 
 719-992-4395 (cell) 
Email: hartline@gojade.org 
  
  
  
  
  
   
  










